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(54) KEY INPUT DEVICE 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a key input device which 
assigns plural patterns to a single key and can improve its operability 
with no labor and time required using a small number of keys by 
providing the input device with a means that sets the patterns 
according to the key pushing force. 

SOLUTION: The key input device 100 has a smaller number of keys 
than the number of patterns to be inputted and assigns plural patterns 
to a single key. The device 100 has a pattern setting means which 
sets the patterns according to the key pushing force. In such a 
constitution of the device 100, 11 levels of voltage which are 
generated at the pressure/ voltage conversion parts 1 to 1 1 in 
response to the keys 1 to 1 1 are all inputted to a selection part 16. A 
microcontroller 1 8 increases the signals of 4 bits, for example, and also 
supplies these signals sequentially and repetitively to a selection signal 
generation part 20. The part 20 decodes the received signals into 1 1 
types of selection signals and supplies them to the part 16. Based on 
these selection signals, it is determined from which of key the output 
is selected. 
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